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ÅLeptospirosis is a bacterial disease that affects humans and   
   animals.  
ÅIt is caused by bacteria of the genus Leptospira.  
ÅIf not treated, the patient could develop kidney damage, 
meningitis, liver failure, and respiratory distress or death.  

What is leptospirosis? 

Symptoms:  
-high fever 

-severe headache  

-muscle pains 

-vomiting 

-jaundice (yellow skin and eyes) 

-red eyes  



Dr. Adolf Weil described leptospirosis as a disease entity in 

1886. His name is still attached to a serious form of 

leptospirosis called Weil's disease. 

Leptospires were recognized by Dr.Ryokichi Inada in Kyushu 

University in Japan. 

History of leptospirosis 



Dr. Inada  

¸Dr. Inada and colleagues 

of Kyushu University 

reported Leptospira as 

the causative agent of 

leptospirosis. 

¸He is the first professor 

of department of first 

internal medicine. 

¸The centennial of the 

leptosires discovery is 

scheduled in 2013 in 

Kyushu University 

1915: discovery of leptospires 



Prevalence of Leptospirosis 



Humans become infected through contact 

with water, or soil contaminated with urine 

of infected animals like rodents (rats and 

mice).  

How do people get leptospirosis? 

flood in Philippines 

Estimated number of annual 

cases: 350,000 to 500,000,  

5,779 deaths in 10 years (1999 

World Health Organization & 

International Leptospirosis 

Society survey) 



Epidemiology  in Philippines  
  

Ļepto spirosis  outbreak after Typhoon 
óOndoyô  reported on Nov 6, 2009:  

-  3, 125 cases from N ational Capital 
Region (NCR) , Regions I, II, III, IV -A 
and Cordillera Autonomous Region 
(CAR)  

- 240 mortality  

(Case Fatality Rate = 7.6%)  

 

 




